Montana Loon Society
2021 Newsletter

Trumpeter Swans and
Montana’s Common Loon

By Elaine Caton,
Ornithologist, Blackfoot Challenge Swan Coordinator

In 2005, the Blackfoot Challenge in partnership
with the US Fish and Wildlife Service began an
effort to restore Trumpeter Swans to the Blackfoot
watershed. Since, we have released over 200
young captive-raised trumpeters in the OvandoHelmville area, and have established 6-8 nesting
pairs. The first nests were in the central part of the
watershed near Ovando, but they have since expanded to the Lincoln area and Clearwater valley.
As trumpeters settle in lakes and wetlands
they’ve been absent from for more than 100 years,
they are also moving into territories occupied by
loons, especially in the Clearwater. A pair of swans
began nesting on Placid Lake in 2016, where a pair
of loons already had a territory. Both swans and
loons have nested there since, and except for the
first nest attempt by the swans, both species have
successfully hatched and raised young each year.
In 2018, a Trumpeter Swan pair set up territory on
Rainy Lake (which also has nesting loons) and
nested in 2019. Both species were successful in
2019 and 2020, with their nests fairly close together on both lakes.
Swans and loons are known to be fiercely territorial and protective of their young. Both have similar habitat requirements for nest sites: undisturbed
areas on islands or along the shore of lakes or wetlands, with aquatic vegetation to help conceal them
and serve as nest-building material. Given these
factors, these species could be antagonists and
compete for habitat. However, although swans are
known to drive geese out of their territories, swans
and loons seem to coexist peacefully. This is likely
due in part to the fact that they do not compete for
food; swans are herbivores, and eat aquatic plants
growing beneath the surface of the water, while
loons eat fish and other aquatic animals. So unless
one would closely approach the nest or young of
the other species, they appear to largely ignore
each other and may unintentionally help each other by sounding an alarm when potential predators

are nearby, and even by driving predators away.
Swans and loons are known to nest in close
proximity (as close as 25 feet apart) in other areas
and loons may benefit from the swans aggressive
defense of nests and young. Trumpeters can successfully defend their young from coyotes. In Alaska, a bush pilot even reported a pair of swans drive
an Alaskan brown bear away from their nest!
(Carroll Henderson, pers. comm.) Although loons
can sometimes successfully repel aerial predators
like eagles, their smaller size and awkward gait on
land probably make it difficult for them to defend
against four-legged critters as successfully as
swans. (Story continued on Page 2)

The Montana Loon Society
is pleased to announce
the new
Montana Loon Society
Website!
Same Address—New Site!
Check it out at:

https://montanaloons.org/
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(Trumpeter Swans and Montana’s Common Loon
Continued from Page 1…)

President’s Corner

Another shared aspect of loon and swan nesting
is their sensitivity to human disturbance. Both tend
to be very wary while incubating, and will generally leave the nest if people approach. This can give
nest robbers like ravens an opportunity to steal
eggs, or in cool, wet, or very warm weather can
cause the eggs to perish if left too long. Having
swans and loons nesting closely together allows
those of us who monitor these two species
(Blackfoot Challenge, Montana Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service and
for loons, the MT Common Loon Working Group,
and the Montana Loon Society) to combine efforts
to keep an eye on both, and to take steps like putting up signs around nests that protect both. The
many Montanans and visitors who enjoy seeing and
hearing these rare birds are rewarded with the delightful opportunity to see families of both on our
local lakes.
Helene Michael of Seeley wrote after a visit to
Rainy Lake, “Everyone camping and swimming
are keeping their distance as the swans venture
out around the lake... and we were treated to some
loon activity and calling as well.” ♦
To learn more: www.blackfootchallenge.org

MLS President Lynn Kelly
at September, 2019 MLS
Annual Meeting in Bigfork,
MT .

Greetings Loon Watchers,
Congratulations on surviving 2020! Whew... As they
say -“what doesn’t kill us
makes us stronger”. I hope
that’s true for all of you this
spring. This past year gives
me an even greater appreciation for our federal and state wildlife biologists and
their interns as well as all the volunteers who kept
looking out for loons and their habitats in the midst
of difficult times and conditions. Thank You just
doesn’t seem enough but THANK YOU! Please
continue your watchful vigil as lots of people have
decided that Montana, especially the northwest corner, would be a great place to move to. Be alert for
signs of new developments that may impact critical
marshy nest sites or nursery areas whether occupied or not. Contact us at MLS or Laura and Jamie
of the CLWG if you have concerns so we can educate newcomers about the special place they have
settled in.
Recently I was listening to the Flathead Audubon Society’s “Western Montana Bird Songs”
which really whetted my appetite to get out there
and greet our returning migrants. Loons, of course,
occupy a very specific niche within Western Montana, but so do all the other birds we see and hear.
So as you are out and about loon watching, don’t
forget to notice and appreciate the various trills,
Trumpeter swan family on Rainy Lake, Photo: Helene
whistles, thumps, screams, calls and songs of sparMichael
rows, towhees, wrens, warblers, kinglets, thrushes,
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - waterfowl, raptors and all the rest of the avian choir
filling their specific niches
2021 Seeley Lake Loon & Fish Festival
around a loon lake. Then
marvel at the reality that
changing to Labor Day Weekend!
it’s all connected, including to us humans. Have a
Seeley Lake Loon and Fish Festival
wonderful year of getting
Seeley Lake Foundation Building
outside and appreciating
September 3-5, LABOR DAY Weekend
life in all its diverse forms
Loon Presentation, Art Sales,
and thank you for all you
and a Book Talk and Signing
do for loons and their
by John Maclean.
neighbors.♦
More details at www.alpineartisans.org
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2020 AREA LOON REPORTS
Blackfoot/Clearwater (Ovando/Seeley Lake)
Torrey Ritter, MT FWP Biologist

"Area Loon Reports" are written by Common
Loon Working Group (CLWG) area coordinators
and wildlife biologists (and/or loon rangers) in
the U.S. Forest Service, Glacier National Park,
MFWP, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
(CSKT), and Blackfeet Tribe. Many individuals
representing these agencies and other groups,
including MLS, monitor Montana's loons. Chicks
counted on Loon Day in July are assumed to have
survived to migrate in the fall. The following summaries are greatly condensed versions of longer
reports. To obtain full length versions contact
Laura Strong, Common Loon Working Group Coordinator, laura.strong@usda.gov

FWP did not hire a loon ranger for 2020, so the
staff and a wonderful group of loon volunteers
kept track as best we could. As with much of the
state, there was exceptional recreational pressure
on the lakes. Despite these challenges, 5 out of 10
lakes had confirmed nest attempts and 2 lakes had
probable nest attempts (Clearwater & Alva). At 4
of those 5, a chick was seen, and one survived.
Summit, Placid, Hidden, and Seeley lakes all produced two chicks, but only 1 on Placid survived.
Alva was especially confusing. The signs were
moved multiple times as various people reported
nesting attempts at different points. A final site
was never confirmed, and it’s possible the nest
attempt failed due to abnormally high recreational
use and not getting the signs in the right spot at
the right time. Plenty of loons were spotted on
Salmon, Marshall, and Inez but, like previous
years, no nests. Some territorial battles were observed on these three lakes.
In the Blackfoot/Ovando area 7 lakes were
surveyed for chicks. Upsata had one chick. After
July Loon Day, Coopers and Shoup each had a
report of a chick, which were confirmed, but neither were in the official count. Jones Lake had a
pair hang out in the spring, but no nesting. No
loons were seen on Emerald, Doney, or Browns.
Official count included one chick, but three for
the summer. A big thank you to everyone that
helped out in 2020! 5 chicks (7 unofficially) survived to July Loon Day.

Blackfeet Indian Reservation
Jami Belt, Biologist Citizen Science
To protect the health and safety of the Blackfeet
Nation, access was extremely limited throughout
the 2020 season. As a result, the Crown of the
Continent Research Learning Center (CCRLC)
was unfortunately unable to coordinate with Montana Conservation Corps’ Piikani Land Crew as
anticipated, and no surveys were conducted within the Reservation, including Lower Two Medicine and Lower St. Mary Lakes and Babb Beaver
Pond. Much remains to be learned about loon
breeding activity across the numerous ponds and
lakes of this area and with the generous support
of the Glacier National Park Conservancy, members of the CCRLC look forward to future partnership with the MCC Piikani Land Crew and
members of the Blackfeet Nation. While not formally recorded during Summer Loon Days, opportunistic observations at Babb Beaver Pond
confirmed a pair with one chick.

Flathead Basin #2 (DNRC lakes in North Flathead and North Fork)
Chris Forristal, DNRC Wildlife Biologist
Nine lakes are monitored for loons in this area.
Pairs were detected on four lakes and nesting attempts likely occurred on three lakes. Boyle Lake
had two young chicks during the July survey and
Beaver Lake and Murray Lake both had three
adult loons. Adult loons had been observed
fighting on these lakes during the breeding season. Two chicks were counted in this area on
July Loon Day.

Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex
BMWC loons and nesting activity info is greatly
appreciated. (Loon calls count, too!) To report
sightings, contact the nearest Forest Service
Ranger Station. Nesting info is especially needed
for Big Salmon Lake, so please contact the Hungry Horse Ranger Station if you have relevant
information, including past observations.
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were allowed to conduct surveys on the eastern
side of the park. Despite these challenges, 39 dedicated volunteers and NPS staff members conducted surveys on 48 priority lakes scattered across
the park’s one million acres. During Summer Loon
Days, volunteers and staff put in over 450 hours
and visited 38 lakes, with the remaining 10 being
inaccessible or of minimal priority. 1 chick was
confirmed at both Hidden Meadow and Trout lakes
and 2 chicks were confirmed at Doverspike Pond
and Winona Lake. A chick was also confirmed at
Upper Howe and unconfirmed sightings occurred
at Cosley (2 chicks) and Kintla (1 juvenile), bringing the confirmed season total to 7 chicks.

2020 Area Loon Reports Continued…
Flathead River-Forks
Rachel Manley, USFS Wildlife Technician
On the Flathead NF Hungry Horse/Glacier View
district, loons were monitored on six lakes including Spoon, Tepee, Halfmoon, Stanton, Mud
(Garnet), and Cedar Creek Reservoir. The first
nest at Spoon Lake failed when a juvenile bald
eagle landed on the nest and ate the egg(s). The
second nest attempt was successful, producing a
single chick, but two days after hatching, the chick
was gone and was not observed again. Tepee
Lake’s new pair, which formed after the female
was killed last year, opted out of the nesting platform, instead nesting on the northeast shore, and
producing two chicks. Halfmoon Lake had a pair
of loons on it, but for the second year in a row, did
not nest. Pairs on Stanton Lake, Mud (Garnet)
Lake, and Cedar Creek Reservoir each produced
single chicks. Overall, there were six known
chicks hatched, with five chicks still surviving on
July Loon Day.

Kalispell West
Chris Hammond, MT FWP
This area has on average 13 nesting pairs. In 2020,
Monroe, Upper Thompson east, and Lower
Thompson had 1 chick each. Little McGregor,
Lone, and Leon lakes had 2 chicks each. Ashley
Lake, which has four nests (East, Eagle, Causeway
and the Dam) had five chicks total, so this area had
14 chicks hat were counted on July Loon Day.

Flathead Indian Reservation
Whisper Camel-Means, CSKT Wildlife Manager

Three Rivers Ranger District/Troy
Sean Hill, USFS Biologist

Fifteen water bodies in this area are surveyed
for loons, but no territories or nests were located.
The survey includes mountain lakes, irrigation reservoirs and Flathead Lake. Variations in water levels due to irrigation uses from the reservoirs poses
a challenge to nesting loons. In the past, nesting
attempts have failed due to water level fluctuation. The Flathead Reservation and Flathead Lake
are important staging areas for migrating loons
with loons regularly seen in spring and fall.

Wildlife technician, Brad Hanson, surveyed
several lakes for loons during the 2020 Loon Season. No chicks or nests were observed on Vinal or
Hoskins lakes, but three pairs with one chick survived on Alvord, Kilbrennan, and Renee lakes. It
was interesting that only one chick on each of
those lakes was ever seen. Ninneman Lake (aka
Slee) hatched two chicks, and one survived. Total
chicks on July Loon Day, 4.

Glacier National Park
John Nettles, Coordinator Citizen Science

Ksanka Ranger District (Eureka, Fortine &
Murphy Lake Areas)
Kelsey Preslar, USFS Wildlife Technician

As in many other locations, the COVID-19 pandemic created a unique year at GNP. Out of concerns for the health and safety of visitors, the park
remained closed to the public until June 8th, and
volunteers were not able to assist until mid-July.
To prevent further spread of the disease throughout the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and across
the U.S.-Canada border, the eastern side of the
park remained closed throughout the season and
access to Glacier’s Goat Haunt Area was significantly restricted. As a result, only GNP employees

Ksanka Ranger District monitors USFS, DNRC,
and private lakes in the Eureka, Fortine & Murphy
Lake areas. In 2020, 29 lakes were monitored on
the May and July Loon Days, with 10 breeding
lakes monitored more regularly. Nine breeding
pairs made 10 nesting attempts. As of the July
Loon Day, Crystal, Lick, and Marl hatched 1 chick
each and all survived. Bull, Carpenter/Tetrault,
Dickey, Frank, Loon’s Echo and Murphy lakes had
nest attempts but failed. Reasons were unknown,
(continued on next page…)
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2020 Area Loon Reports Continued…
except a massive windstorm on Dickey Lake that
caused the platform to crash onto the shoreline. A
new platform will be built for Spring 2021. Total
number of chicks for this area: 3
Libby Ranger District
Ed Morgan, USFS Wildlife Biologist

chicks survived to the July 18th survey day. Aubrey
observed some amazingly tolerant loons on Lost
Coon Lake that successfully hatched a chick from
the edge of a putting green on the Whitefish Lake
Golf Course. Unfortunately, three nests failed for
unknown reasons. 4 chicks in this area survived
until July Loon Day.

In 2020, a seasonal technician conducted loon
surveys on Rainbow, Howard, Loon, and Lower
Geiger lakes. In late May, Lower Geiger Lake
was still covered in ice. No loons were observed
on any of the lakes in May or July. A pair of
loons attempted to nest on Kessler Lake but it
was not successful. No chicks were observed and
they were off the lake sometime in June. The
Kessler Lake property sold and the new owners
will be contacted to ask for access to the lake to
look for loons in coming years. A loon pair nested
on Double N Lake and had two chicks, but both
were taken by eagles in early June, so no chicks
in this area on July Loon Day.

The nest at Lost Coon Lake near the Whitefish Lake Golf
Course was nestled among pilings from an old dock system.
Photo: Aubrey Sullivan

Total 2020 Montana Loon Chicks

Swan Geographic Area
Mark Ruby

The Swan geographic season recorded four successful nests in the 2020 season at Pierce lake,
Loon Lake (Kraft Creek), Loon Lake (Ferndale)
and Holland Lake. All documented nesting pair
attempts in the Swan Valley were successful except for Van Lake. The Van Lake pair were the
earliest to nest in the valley, but abandoned the
nest in mid-June. The cause is not known; however the eggs were found to be intact in the nest.
Eagles also nest on the lake and the 2020 season
had a high level of recreating public at nesting
lakes including Van Lake. A total of 7 chicks
hatched and all were documented to survive past
the July loon day count. For the second year in a
row on record, Holland Lake saw a successful
loon nesting attempt with 1 chick hatched. The
year tied a record high of 7 chicks with last year
in the Swan Valley.

52 chicks are reported in this newsletter, which
were counted during the 2020 July Loon Day
Count, including 7 chicks in Glacier National
Park. Here’s an interesting look back at the number of chicks reported in the newsletter.
2019—75 chicks
2018—50 chicks

2017—55 chicks
2016—53 chicks

Thanks to our loon rangers and volunteers our
loon numbers continue to hold steady. ♦

Want to be a Loon Volunteer?
Contact the area coordinator in your location of
interest. (Contact info on page 11)
If you don’t have a specific lake you are interested
in, contact the Common Loon Working
Group Co-chairs:

Tally Lake/Stillwater Area
Laura Strong, CLWG Area Coordinator

Laura Strong: (406) 758-3501
laura.strong@usda.gov

During the 2020 breeding season, our returning
wildlife technician, Aubrey Sullivan, was able to
monitor 15 lakes. Eight lakes had breeding territories with five pairs hatching six chicks. Four of

Jami Belt (406) 888-7986
glac_citizen_science@nps.gov
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2020 MLS AWARDS

Board Member Highlight

2020 Conservation Award
Ashley Lake Property Owners Association

MLS President, Lynn Kelly

Lynn jokes that she has been
the president of the Montana
Loon Society “since before the
dawn of time.”
Born in Syracuse, NY, she
experienced Seattle and Cincinnati before her family settled in
Los Angeles. From an early age,
Lynn, in 2003,
Lynn wanted to be a veterinarian
holding a newly
like her granddad in Ronan, MT,
banded loon.
but at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo,
she had to make the choice between microbiology
and medical school or ornithology and field ecology. Field ecology won out and Lynn earned a B.S.
in Biology/Field Ecology.
Montana was her family's ancestral home so in
1975, Lynn moved to Polson and earned her teaching certificate at U of M. She started teaching 7th
grade science at the Polson Middle School. Teaching was Lynn's "cup of tea" but a lifetime goal was
to earn a master's degree in Fish and Wildlife Management. Lynn was privileged to accompany, friend
and mentor, Marcy Bishop, on birding trips and it
was a trip to Pablo National Wildlife Refuge on a
spring day when Lynn saw a huge black and white
waterbird in the reservoir. It was Lynn's first sighting of a common loon. In 1985, she started helping
Don Skaar in his work to determine the range of
common loons in Montana.
In 1986, Lynn was granted a sabbatical leave
from the Polson School District to pursue her goal
of a master's degree in Fish and Wildlife Management at MSU. Her thesis determined that human
recreational activities (especially fishing) were negatively impacting the ability of common loons to
successfully reproduce in MT. The research also
determined that floating signs significantly increased the number of 2-chick broods. Further, the
success of the floating signs was facilitated by having someone at boat ramps explaining to the public
why the signs were there. These components eventually became the "management strategy" for managing loons in Montana.
Lynn retired from teaching at PMS after 35 years
but taught an additional 3 years at a local private
school. These days she teaches general biology at
the Salish Kootenai College during the fall quarter
and works at Delaney's Landscape Center in Polson
in summer. Soon, she is hoping to get back out in
the field to her beloved loons. ♦

Ashley Lake has

The Ashley
ProptheLake
distinction
of having
more
erty Owners
Associanesting pair
of
tion (ALPOA),
which
loons
than
any
formed over 25 years
lake west of the
ago, is made
up with
of
Mississippi
landowners
in the Ash4 pair!
ley Lake watershed.
Those living around the
Ashley Lake Loon Family
lake have a passion for
the loons. Many years ago ALPOA created a “Loon
Fund” where donations could be made to support
the preservation of the loons. A portion of this
money has been donated to the Montana Loon Society on an annual basis and is used to support the
Loon Ranger Program, nesting signs and floating
nesting platforms. ALPOA recognizes the inevitable continued growth and development of
lakeshore and has many folks who are committed
to doing everything humanly possible to maintain a
strong loon presence on the lake. Every year at
their annual meeting Tony Dawson, known locally
as “The Loon Guy”, and a member of the MLS
board, gives a State of the Loon address which is
often followed by many stories from excited
lakeshore owners. They love to talk about the loons
they recently saw or the haunting calls in the evening or sightings of chicks in the spring. The lake is
a significant breeding area and has been credited
with spreading its population to nearby lakes which
then leapfrog to more lakes and expand the northwest Montana population. Members of ALPOA
deserve great credit for their continued commitment and support in the interest of the common
loon. MLS President Lynn Kelly said,
“Congratulations ALPOA and thank you for your
continued support!” ♦
---------------------------------To help Montana’s Loon
purchase the Montana Loon Society
for your Montana vehicle!

To help Montana’s loons, please purchase
-the
- - -Montana
- - - - - - - -Loon
- - - - Society
- - - - - - -License
- - - - - - Plate
---for your
Montana
vehicle
including
FIND MLS ON FACEBOOK trailers—travel,
boat, horse, utility, RV, ATV!
www.facebook.com
then search “Montana Loon Society.”
Get announcements, see up-to-date
photos, post loon stories and photos.
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MLS Partner of the Year
Glacier National Park Citizen Scientists

each season to helping us monitor loons, and have
conducted over 2700 surveys and contributed
42,655 hours of their time. It is a vast understatement to say we could not do it without them!” ♦

GNP Citizen Scientists
include children and
parents who donate
their time to look for
loons in the park.

MLS Volunteer of the
Year: Lori Micken
2020 MLS Volunteer of the
Year, Lori Micken, at her
home on Pierce Lake, MT

Glacier National Park
(GNP) began monitoring loons in 1988 by joining the July Loon Day
effort to count all the loons in Montana during this
single day. While this effort revealed that Glacier
supported 20- 25% of Montana's breeding Common Loon population, it left many gaps in our
knowledge about loons and how to protect them
and their habitat. In 2006, with generous support
from the Glacier National Park Conservancy, GNP
established the Common Loon Citizen Science
project to train volunteers to gather baseline data
on population and distribution of common loons,
to improve accuracy during an annual Loon Day
count, and to increase survey coverage of 45 lakes
in Glacier. Citizen Scientists in GNP attend a oneday training on loon ecology and how to safely and
ethically monitor them, and then volunteer their
time to hike long miles and drive often rough roads
to each of these lakes frequently throughout the
breeding season. In addition to help track loon
populations, GNP Citizen Scientists have also
helped us identify nesting sites and nursery areas,
document hatch dates and nest failures and helped
us learn a lot more about loon ecology than we ever expected. They also educate countless visitors
and locals on the sensitivity of loons and importance of preserving this charismatic species. Jami Belt, GNP Biologist said, “An average
of 110 citizen scientists donate considerable time

The Swan Valley holds
many remarkable things, but
Pierce Lake resident Lori
Micken,
author,
school
teacher, naturalist, biologist
and local loon steward, is
one of its best kept secrets. Mark Ruby, MLS
Board Member and USFS Biologist said, “In the
15 years I have worked in the Swan Valley,
Pierce Lake has been the most steadfast and productive loon nesting lake in the valley. For most
of this time it has been the Swan’s only productive nesting lake. In truth, Lori has been kind
enough to teach me a great deal about loon conservation from her knowledge of the birds and
this one lake. Over the years, Lori has fastidiously
chronicled and reported nesting dates, hatch dates,
platform condition or needed repairs, threats to
the birds and chick survival. She has loaned her
boat and property for many hours of loon observations, floating sign deployment or banding operations. It is past due that Lori should be recognized for all her work for loon conservation at
Pierce Lake. I am proud to be able to nominate
her for volunteer of the year as a small token for
what she does for common loons at Pierce Lake
and the help she has provided for their management in the Swan Valley.” ♦

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MLS Educational Loon Trunks Available In Four Places Around the State

MT FWP Region 2 Office
3201 Spurgin Road, Missoula, MT 59804
(406) 542-5551, torrey.ritter@mt.gov
¨ Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
Natural Resource Department
301 Main St., Polson, MT 59860
(406) 883-2888, germainew@cskt.org
¨ Rexford Ranger District
949 US Highway 93 N.
Eureka, MT 59917 406-296-7104
lmjohnson@usda.gov
¨

♦

Tally Lake Ranger Station
650 Wolf Pack Way, Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 758-3544 ajacobs@usda.gov

Check out a
loon trunk near
you.
Great for
classrooms or
homeschool!
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Montana Common Loon
Working Group
Spring 2021 Update

2020 MLS ANNUAL MEETINGS
2020 Montana Loon Society
Annual Board Meeting

By Laura Strong and Jami Belt,
CLWG Co-Chairs

The 2020 Montana Loon Society Board of Directors meeting was held by Zoom the evening of
Wednesday, October 21. Nine of ten board members were present. (The Libby area Board Member position is currently vacant). Along with the
regular Secretary and Treasurer’s Report, the
Board was updated on AIS and Covid-19 precautions being taken by the various agencies that
monitor loons across our state. ♦

For those interested in helping with our May and
July surveys, and depending on the current virus
concern, please contact the area coordinator to
find out who to contact for the lake you’re interested in. With so many of us stretched so thin these days, we can use your help. https://
montanaloons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/
CLWG-Area-Coordinator-List-with-Map-1.pdf
Please keep in mind that given the social distancing and telework mandates that many agencies are currently under, some staff availability
may be limited for spring surveys. Any limitations will be dictated by the Governor and/or
leadership within agencies. We recommend that
those wishing to volunteer also follow recommendations to prevent the spread of the Covid-19
virus. Survey forms: https://montanaloons.org/wp
-content/uploads/2021/03/Montana-Loon-SurveyForm-1.pdf
Dates for 2021 surveys are May 15 and July
17. We ask that you try to conduct your survey on
or close to these dates as possible. However, if
necessary, the surveys can be conducted any time
within that week as planned with your area coordinator.
Please look for bands while you’re out there
and report those as well! The Montana Loon Society is sponsoring the loon banding contest and
there is $100.00 up for grabs for the most bands
reported by mid-June and $100.00 up for grabs in
a random drawing for anyone that submits a band
observation up until mid-July.

2020 Montana Loon Society
Annual Membership Meeting
The 2020 MLS Membership Meeting was held in
the evening of Wednesday, October 21 following
the Board Meeting. Nine of ten board members
were present. Guests included Rachel Potter, and
CLWG Co-chairs, Laura Strong and Jami Belt.
Rachel Potter gave a presentation on Teepee
Lake in the North Fork Valley near Glacier National Park and asked the board for support to
make this 43 acre lake a no-wake lake. CLWG
Co-Chair Laura Strong discussed the 2020 Loon
Season and their 2021 funding request. Election
of Officers included Vice President Christie Ferruzzi, and Secretary Donna Love (both 2 year
positions), and Board Members for Region 1, 3,
and 5. Board members George Leighton (Region
1), and Kris Kindberg (Region 3) were re-elected.
Board Member, Steve Gniadek (Region 5)
declined re-election and stepped down from the
Board. So presently, Board member positions for
both Region 5 and 6 are vacant until replacements can be found.
If you would like to attend either of these annual meetings contact the Montana Loon Society
at https://montanaloons.org/ or email montanaloonsociety@charter.net for more details. ♦

Spring Loon Survey date: May 15, 2021
Summer Loon Survey date: July 17, 2021
…Or as close to those weekends as possible.
Summer CLWG Meeting:
July 27-28 Location: To Be Announced

-----------------------------

REMEMBER:
The Non-Game Check-off
at the end of each year’s tax form supports
loons, too, so be sure to donate part of
your tax return to the
Non-Game Check-off.

Contact:
¨

Laura Strong (406) 499-1306
laura.strong@usda.gov

¨

Jami Belt (406) 888-7986
glac_citizen_science@nps.gov
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REWARD

For observations of MONTANA’s
banded & unbanded loons!
The Montana Loon Society is offering cash prizes for 2021 observations of
unique banded loons or confirmed unbanded breeding loons!
Two $100 awards will be decided by a random drawing from all individuals who submitted
at least one observation. To encourage early observations, one drawing will occur in midJune and the other in mid-July. Send band observations to Jami Belt of Glacier National
Park, glac_citizen_science@nps.gov (406.888.7986)
The most useful band reports are the ones that come in to Jami as soon as possible, so
send them in as you see them, even if you are not 100% sure of your observation. Qualified observations will be determined and counted solely by the CLWG. See the reverse
side for information about how to observe and report loon bands. Winners will be announced at the Montana Common Loon Working Group Summer meeting in July.
(Federal and State government employees are not eligible for the cash reward if they
observe loons as part of their job.)

This contest is generously funded by the Montana Loon Society.
Loons are very sensitive. Please enjoy them at a distance.
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How to Read a Common Loon Band in Montana
To determine population characteristics of common loons and better understand their behavior, we
need everyone to look for color band combinations beginning as soon as ice out this year on both
breeding and foraging lakes. During the early part of the season, many pairs will tolerate visits by
offspring or other loons. This is one of our best chances of seeing and documenting the young
birds we banded in previous years return to Montana.
If you spot common loons this spring, summer, or fall, and have a spotting scope handy, take a few
minutes to check them for the presence of color leg band combinations. You can usually see a
band, if one is present, within 10 minutes, but it could take up to an hour. If you see a band and
your scope is not adequate or your time is limited, report this to Chris Hammond immediately. He
can possibly provide a high power quality scope or send someone out to that lake to get the band
combinations.
When you observe loons, you may catch them raising a leg out of the water to stretch or scratch.
This is most common when a loon is loafing or preening.
If the loon is banded, each leg will have a band; sometimes two on each.
Some bands have stripes or dots. For the right and left leg, record the
color of the bands along with whether any stripe or dot is present on the
band, and if so the color of the stripe or dot. Be sure to figure out correctly which color band is closest to the body and which is closest to the foot
(not always intuitive when the bird is facing you and moving around).
Tidbits to help with accurate band recording:
¨

Band colors: blue, red, white, orange, yellow, green, silver, pink

¨

Silver on right leg means banded as an adult.

¨

Silver on left leg means banded as juvenile.

¨

Blue, green, and red bands have a white base, so etched markings on those bands show as
white. Orange, white, and yellow bands have a black base so etched markings on those bands
show as black.

Bands are always recorded in order as: 1. Left leg closest to body, 2. Left leg closest to foot, 3.
Right leg closest to body, 4. Right leg closest to foot. This is what the band data part of the loon
observation form looks like:
Left Leg (closest to body) (closest to foot)
(LL) _________ / __________
¨

Right Leg (closest to body) (closest to foot)
(RL) _________ / _________

Contact Jami Belt ASAP with all new banded loon sightings, even if you couldn’t read the
bands -- Jami Belt (406) 888-7986
glac_citizen_science@nps.gov

For details about observing loons and their bands, see Appendix C of the Montana Loon:
https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/wildlife-management/common-loon
See Appendix D of the plan for background on banding loons in Montana.
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Web Sites of Interest
¨
¨

Mark Your 2021 Calendar

Montana Loon Society

What is Montana Loons Society? - Montana Loons
Montana Loon Society on Facebook(20+)
Montana Loon Society | Facebook

ABC Species Profile by Lynn Kelly
http://www.montanaloons.org/ABC%
20loon%20article.pdf
MT FWP Common Loon Conservation Plan
https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/wildlifemanagement/common-loon
¨ MT Fish, Wildlife and Parks Common
Loon Field GuideCommon Loon - Montana Field
¨

May 15—Spring Loon Day Count/Survey

¨

July 17—Summer Loon Day Count/Survey

¨

July 27-28—CLWG Summer Meeting. Location to be announced.

¨

September or Early October—MLS Annual
Board and Membership Meetings, date and
location pending.

Guide (mt.gov)

Glacier Park Citizens Science Loon Count
http://www.nps.gov/glac/naturescience/ccrlccitizen-science_loons.htm
¨ Loons and Lead Poisoning
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/loons/
¨ Flathead Watershed Source Book—Loons
http://www.flatheadwatershed.org/docs/
wpPDF/Popout_Jacobs.pdf
¨ CBS News Clip: http://www.cbsnews.com/
videos/saving-loons-from-a-shrinking-range/
¨

¨

Help Montana’s Loons
Sign up for a membership today.
Name: _______________________

Lynn Kelly

406.883.5797

Vice President

Christie Ferruzzi

406.882.4856

Secretary

Donna Love

montanaloonsociety
@charter.net

Treasurer

Don Skaar

406.442.3254

Board of Directors
Blackfoot/
Clearwater

George Leighton

406.251.3925

Swan River
Valley

Mark Ruby

mdruby@fs.fed.us

Kootenai/
Tobacco/
Stillwater

Kristina Kindberg

406.889.5077

Thompson/
West Kalispell

Tony Dawson

406.253.6111

Glacier Park

Vacant

Libby/Troy

Vacant

$15.00

Breeding Pair (Family)

$25.00

Loon Chick (Student)

$10.00

Territorial Pair (Sustaining)

$150.00

Raft of Loons (Organization)

$300.00

Loon Lake (Life Member)

$800.00

Address:______________________
_____________________________
City:_________________________
State:_____________Zip:________
Email (optional, but nice to have):
______________________________
______________________________

Officers
President

Single Loon (Individual)

(Membership is Tax-Deductible)

Now you can
DONATE ONLINE using PayPal
From our web site
https://montanaloons.org/

or
clip and mail this form and membership or
donation to:

Montana Loon Society
P.O. Box 2386
Missoula, MT 59806
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Montana Loon Society
P.O. Box 2386
Missoula, MT 59806

406.926.2131
montanaloonsociety@charter.net

https://montanaloons.org/
To:

Inside This 2021 Newsletter
The Montana Loon Society’s
Purpose is to:

Trumpeter Swans and Montana’s Loons, Page 1 & 2
Introducing New MLS Website, Page 1
President’s Corner, Page 2
Area Loon Reports, Pages 3-5

¨

Monitor common loons in Montana,

¨

Increase public knowledge about
Montana’s loons,

¨

Protect and enhance critical loon
habitat,

¨

Identify management or research needs
and obtain funds for same,

¨

Facilitate cooperation between agencies,
lakeshore owners and the general public
to accomplish these goals.

Board Member Highlight, Page 6
Awards and Recognition, Page 6 and 7
Educational Loon Trunk, Page 7
CLWG 2021 Spring Update, Page 8
Board and Membership Meeting Reports, Page 8
Leg Band Sighting Contest/Rules/Info, Pages 9-10
Web Sites of Interest, Page 11
MLS Board of Directors Information, Page 11
Mark Your Calendar, Page 11
Become a Member, Page 11
TO READ THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE go to https://
montanaloons.org/ and click on “Our Team.”
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